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‘Beachcomber. Press, Incorporated o s
.. Post Office Box 447 _ e - .
- Yashon, Washington 98070 £ ' Ya oo

"_Dear Mr. Becker:

‘Please excuse the delay ir respondirg to your letter of September 1, 1983
and enclosure. It ifs my conclusion that the numbers you listed fn the
erclnsed rough draft are pretty much in the ballpark, The numhers are
expected to vary somewhat, depending upon the source.

EPA is currently developing revised (and meore accurate) arsenic stack and
fugitive emissions estimates which should be availahlie to the public this
week, Prelimpinary ectimates indicate they will he corciderably lower
than originally reported.

Smelter slag is net dumped irntn Commercemert Bay as was deore in the past
to form the Yandfill or which the Tacoma Yecht Club clubhouse is
located, The siag is either dumped and croled or grarulated te form a
saleable product which is marketed by Industrial HKireral Products for
such uses as roadway material and sanchlasting medium., In the dumping
operatior the slag is poured fom the pcts and formed into a layer which
js breker up within 24 hours, further conled ard sart to market. The
granulation operatior produces @ procuct of small sand-like particles by
ispingirg & jet of water on the molter slag as 1t s slowly poured from
the pots. The slag dumping operation which causes cccasional opacity
violatiens, is heing phased ocut in favor of granulatior. The Tatter
operatior complies with local, state and federal eopacity regulations,
The slag containe about 0,8-1.2 percent arsenic,

"~ Alternate smelting technology, such as the Inco smelting process, is
availahle which would reduce sulfur dioxide emissfons to ahout ten

- percent of.input sulfur. This technology would also reduce arsenic:
.-emissions sigrificantly. To resolve the.sul fur dioxide and arsenic
emissions problems and comply with their regulations, the Board of

_ Directors of the Puget Sound Air Pollution Cortrol Agency (PSAPCA) has

. ordered ASARCO to decide on installing alternate smelting technology by
October 1984 and to complete installatior of the techrology by July
1987. If you need further information about this activity, I suggest you
cal) Jim Nolan, Air Pollution Engineer with PSAPCA, at 344-73%%,
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gren Y ‘hope this Ynformation will be of assistance, If yov have any further.
% “questions or couments regardmg ASARCO please feel free to call me at -
4421949 A ‘ é‘ S E
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Nark H Hooper :
Chemical Engineer
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